
An Immigrant’s Journey 
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 Third graders at McAlister Intermediate School were given a real treat this month, when 

a group of performers called, Themselves, stopped by for a visit.  Who knew that these visitors 

would have come such a long way…from such a long time ago!  They are immigrants from 

Ireland from the 1840’s; trying to start a new life in America…or so they told the students!  The 

group of five performers travel around the state of Connecticut, offering assemblies on 

historical events and topics like immigration and westward expansion.   

 They began their performance as “Themselves” but quickly transformed into young Irish 

immigrants, forced from their homeland because of the potato famine in Ireland.  The program 

is filled with historical facts and stories of the long journey across the ocean.  The students learn 

that many immigrants did not want to leave Ireland, but they had no choice.  They often left to 

find work in America, so they could then send money back home to their families for survival. 

The journey was treacherous and many immigrants never made it across.  Students learned 

that once an immigrant came to America, they often stayed with a relative that was already in 

America, and they quickly had to find work.  Many became housekeepers and maids.  Others 

worked on the railroad.  As they made a new life in America, and earned enough money, they 

could often bring their relatives here, little by little.  Students were stunned and saddened to 

hear that many Irish immigrants were not welcome in America and often discriminated against.  

The performers shared how there would be signs in windows of businesses that stated, “NO 

IRISH NEED APPLY”, even if the business was hiring!  The actors shared how this kind of 

discrimination was painful and they often had to conform to new ways very quickly in order to 

survive and fit in. 

 Another interesting aspect of the program was the introduction of an Irish step dancer 

who performed both soft shoe and hard shoe dances.  Students were mesmerized by her 

dances and her elaborate costumes!  She shared that in Ireland, the homes often had dirt 

floors, and so in order for the hard shoes to make noise, they would take their door off of its 

hinges and dance on top of it!  That was a big hit with the students!  She did an outstanding 

job! 

 The teachers at McAlister Intermediate School wish to thank the tireless efforts of the 

PTO for bringing such wonderfully enriching programs to our school.  This program connects to 

our unit of study on immigration, and is simply wonderful, year after year! 

 

 


