
“Write” all about it 
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 Pencils, paper, drawing materials, music, dancing shoes 

and a hefty imagination is all our third grade students needed 

to work with our “Writer in Residence”, Ms. Leslie Johnson.  

Leslie has been an integral member of the team of writing 

teachers this winter as she worked in all 8 third grade 

classrooms throughout the month.  Ms. Johnson was able to be 

in each classroom for 5 in-depth writing lessons and the 

students and teachers were thrilled to have her. Leslie  

Johnson is well known in the state of Connecticut. She is a 

creative writer who offers residency workshops in poetry, 

fiction, and memoir writing for students in many different 

grade levels. Ms. Johnson works with teachers to design a 

program that fits the Common Core curriculum and standards 

that the grade level is teaching. Leslie comes to Suffield each 

year, just in time to work with students whose focus is 

character development.  Throughout the writing process, she 

encourages students to imagine, write, draw and share their 

creations. Many times Ms. Johnson plays soft background 

music as the students are writing and it creates a sense of calm 

in the room and a safe place to write and take risks as an 

author.  She also sees the value of movement in the classroom 



and will often begin the lessons by having the students get up 

and move…sometimes to music and other times in a 

structured activity that helps us get to know each other better. 

 The third graders were coached by Mrs. Johnson to write a 

realistic fiction piece which began with each student creating a 

fictional character that could be someone we knew.  The 

children used their imaginations to draw that character, being 

careful to add all of the important features needed, from facial 

features, to attire, to articles in his/her hand that would give 

away what kind of things they enjoyed doing.  Once the 

character was brought to life, the students were guided, 

section by section how to create a realistic fiction piece based 

on their fictional character. When their pieces were finished, 

the students were offered time to share them with others, as 

that is what true authors do.  The children loved having her 

and were sad when they knew their time with her was coming 

to a close.   

 Mrs. Johnson’s love of teaching, combined with her 

passion for visual arts, music, poetry and creative writing 

makes her the perfect “writer in residence” for our aspiring 

authors and artists.  We are, as always, very grateful to the 

PTO for funding this project year after year.  The students are 

engaged throughout their time with Ms. Johnson and she 

leaves them feeling as if each and every one of them could 

someday be a published author! 


