
 

To:   Brian Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent of Suffield Public Schools 

From:  Timothy Kinel, Social Studies Curriculum Leader 

Subject: Grade Eleven Social Studies Core Textbook Recommendation 

Date:  May 22, 2018 

 

 

This memo provides an update on the core text recommendation, background and process. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The need for a new core textbook as the focus of the curriculum has shifted to providing students a more contemporary 

perspective of American History. Typically, students were not examining historical topics beyond the 1970s and so a shift 

was made to offer students a curriculum that sought to explain modern America through a narrative of binding together 

similar events. This chrono-thematic approach has afforded teachers the ability to discuss contemporary topics in 

American history while providing students a historical backdrop to explain why these modern events and trends were 

occurring. To accomplish this task, a textbook and ancillary materials that approaches these modern topics is essential and 

our current text does not accomplish this. 

The four textbooks examined were:  

1. Pearson’s United States History: Survey Edition & Modern Times Edition 

2. McGraw Hill’s United States: History and Geography Survey Edition & Modern Times Edition 

 

PROCESS 

Affixed to this communication are the forms utilized to evaluate the textbooks and their corresponding systems completed 

with the eleven grade Social Studies teachers, William Jordison, Steven Wheeler, and Paul Dumais.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is the suggestion of the team that the district purchase the McGraw Hill publication, United States: History and 

Geography, as this text provides the most direct contextual alignment with the manner in which the curriculum is being 

developed, provides the most thorough and age appropriate ancillary materials, structures the content in an engaging 

manner, and aligns with all current state and national standards for the instruction of the course.  Having examined the 

other three publications, they both offered issues in terms of price, accessibility of the information, and design/availability 

of the ancillary materials. The McGraw Hill publication offers the students of Suffield the best product for the amount 

budgeted. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to discussing it with you further. 

 

 

 

Timothy Kinel 

Social Studies Curriculum Leader 6-12 

Suffield Public Schools 

 

 

Appendices: 

A. American History Scope & Sequence for Grades 5, 8, and 11 

B. Textbook Evaluation Form: Pearson Publications 

C. Textbook Evaluation Form: McGraw-Hill Publications 

D. Price Quote for the McGraw-Hill Publication 

 



 

 

Appendix A: 

Suffield Public Schools American History 

Scope & Sequence 

Grades 5, 8, & 11 

Grade 5: 

● Students engage in content ranging from the Pre-Columbian period of American history through the 

Revolutionary War.   

Topics include: 

○ Native American Culture 

○ Age of Exploration: including Christopher Columbus, Spanish Conquistadors, Pilgrims and 

Puritans 

○ Colonial America: including Triangular Trade, Culture, Society, and Economy of the English 

American colonies 

○ The French and Indian War 

○ The Revolutionary War 

 

Grade 8: 

● Students engage in content ranging from Colonial America through the end of the American Civil War.  

Topics include: 

○ Colonial America and American Revolutionary War: a review of major events and concepts 

○ The U.S. Constitution and Core Governmental Concepts 

○ The Early Republic: including the Early Presidency, the First Industrial Revolution, The War of 

1812, and the Louisiana Purchase 

○ Jacksonian America: Spoils System, Growth of Federalism, Sectionalist Issues 

○ Westward Expansion: Manifest Destiny, Mexican-American War, and the Transcontinental 

Railroad 

○ Causes of and the American Civil War 

 

Grade 11: 

● Students engage in content ranging from the Reconstruction period through to the Modern Era.  

Topics include: 

○ Race Relations: Stemming from the Reconstruction Period through modernity 

○ Innovation & Growth: Examining the Second Industrial Revolution through modernity 

○ Political Reform Movements: From the Gilded Age to the Modern Political Movements 

○ Economic Globalization and Interdependence: The Roaring Twenties to Modern Economic 

Innovations and Systems 

○ Conflicts with Foreign Ideologies: American Imperialism through Modern International Issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix B: 
Social Studies Textbook Evaluation Form 

Title: ____United States: History and Geography______________________________________________ 

Author(s): __Appleby, Brinkley, Broussard, McPherson, Ritchie_Course: _____US History______________ 

Copyright: _2018_  Publisher: __McGraw-Hill_____________ Grade: ________11___________________ 

3 = Excellent           2 = Fair          1 = Poor 

 

Section A 

Content / Standards Evidence / Comments Score 

The content of the text reflects the essential 
concepts of the course. 

The essential questions presented in the text directly correlates to the 
core concepts and instructional imperatives emphasized throughout the 
course. 

3 

The content flows in a logical progression 
appropriate for this topic -- from simple to 
complex, chronological, topical, etc. 

The content follows in a chronological fashion with references to broader 
themes commonly emphasized throughout a typical survey course in US 
History. 

3 

The content, including illustrations and 
examples, appropriately present ethnic and 
gender diversity. 

There are multiple images, charts, graphs, political cartoons, etc. that 
focus on ethnic and gender diversity. 

3 

Content addresses local, state, and national 
standards. 

Text does not directly address academic skills articulated in the national 
and state social studies frameworks, primarily in the areas of inquiry. 

2 

 

Section B 

Pre-Reading Features:  

Background Information 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The chapter introduction helps students 
relate their own life experiences and 
previously learned information to the topic. 

While there are attempts to connect new content with previously acquired 
information, it is unclear and would require specific mentioning to be 
integrated into the text of a given section. Additionally, there is no attempt 
made to connect content to the students’ personal experiences of 
contemporary issues. 

1 

The author(s) build on the students’ prior 
knowledge within the chapter subsections. 

Subsections within the text would provide students with focus while 
moving through course content. Subsections do build upon one another. 

3 

 

Pre-Reading Features: 
Purpose Setting 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The chapters begin with a list of objectives, 
statements, or questions indicating what 
students will learn. 

At the onset of each chapter, the authors provide the students with a 
sound overview of the chapter and connects to what will be addressed 
with the previously learned content. 

3 

Section headings are specific enough that 
students can convert them to focus 
questions which direct their reading. 

Specific section titles offer the reader some insight to what content will be 
addressed within the section. This affords the reader the ability to 
accurately predict what topics will be discussed within the section. 

3 

 

Section C 

Active Reading Features: 
Main Ideas 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Titles of sections within the chapter indicate 
the main idea of each section. 

Clearly articulated headings offer students an easy-to-follow progression 
thorough chapter content.  

3 

The main idea of each paragraph is clearly 
stated and easy to locate. 

Main ideas stated and guiding questions provided to aid students locate 
and acquire key information within the section while reading through. 

3 

 

 



 

Active Reading Features: 
Support of Main Ideas 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Main ideas explanations are thorough. Main ideas are explicit emphasized throughout each section of the text 
accompanied by thorough primary source evidentiary and contextual 
support offering students with an understanding of how events interconnect 
and support a thematic understanding of chronological events and 
concepts. 

3 

Charts, pictures, and other graphics 
support the main ideas and appropriately 
located. 

Images and illustrations are common throughout the text a placed 
appropriately within sections to add to concepts and topics addressed 
within the section of their placement. 

2 

Interesting details are included to expand 
on the essential information in the text and 
to engage students. 

Commonly placed “content cut-outs” expand the content from the section 
and while presenting interesting information, they do lack higher order 
information that would be found in a primary source or infographic. 

2 

 

Active Reading Features: 

Organization of Information 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The text is organized logically, so students 
can easily take notes. 

Content of the text id chronologically arranged, sectioned off with headings 
that afford the reader a clear understanding of the content and topics 
addressed within the section. 

3 

Signal words are provided to indicate how 
ideas in the section are related to one 
another. 

Several types of signal words are utilized by the authors throughout the text 
to indicate to the reader how ideas, concepts, and information are linked to 
one another, yet not overused to obscure meaning. 

3 

The presentation of main idea and details 
is consistent in each chapter. 

Chapters are consistently structured with Main Ideas supported by facts 
and supporting evidence articulated through each subsection. 

3 

 

Active Reading Features: 
Vocabulary Development 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Important words/concepts are highlights in 
the text (bold, italics, color). 

Major concepts, ideas, and terminology are made apparent to the reader 
through a variety of text features including bold, italics, or colored texts 

3 

Important words/concepts are clearly 
defined or explained within the reading. 

Terms are made bold and colored with contextual definitions present within 
the body of the text within the section. 

3 

Concrete examples or analogies are 
included to clarify abstract ideas. 

The book is presented in a fairly upfront manner and relies on the teacher 
and the ancillaries to clear any ambiguities with abstract ideas or 
terminology. 

2 

The author(s) provide more than just a 
definition (e.g., pictures, examples, 
counterexamples) 

While pictures often accompany major concepts and terms to help the 
students with content, examples and counterexamples are not always 
utilized to offer students an overall understanding of the concept in 
isolation. 

2 

The number of highlights vocabulary terms 
is appropriate for the concepts being 
explained. 

As this text is intended to be a multi-level text, the highlights provided 
guidance for struggling readers while not over simplifying the text for your 
more advanced students. 

3 

 

Active Reading Features: 

Author(s)’ Writing/Student Engagement 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The author(s)’ style engages students-- 
sentence structure is varied and not overly 
complex, verbs are mostly in the active 
voice. 

The structure affords the students move through concepts efficiently while 
presenting enough supplemental information to maintain the reader's 
attention. The structure is not overly complex and is clearly written in the 
active voice. 

2 

The author(s) use imagery and concrete 
examples to help students visualize 
information. 

Plenty of concrete imagery to support the major points within the sections of 
the text and aid students construct and bind concepts together. 

3 



 

Section D 

Post-Reading Features: 
Metacognition 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The author(s) provide quality questions 
within and at the end of each chapter.  
They correlate to the chapter objectives, 
help students check their understanding 
as they read, encourage higher order 
thinking, and promote class and small 
group discussions. 

High quality questions of varying academic levels guide the students 
throughout their evaluation of the content presented within the text.  These 
prompts afford the students with opportunities to display their retention of 
key concepts and terminology while requiring that students delve deeper 
into the presented material for analysis and synthesis activities. 

3 

The summary accurately reflects the main 
ideas and key supporting information 
within the chapter. 

The summary following each chapter accurately presents the information 
while drawing connections to previously encountered information and 
foreshadowing future content. 

3 

 

Section E 

Teacher’s Guide and other Resources Evidence / Comments Score 

The teacher’s guide includes activities for 
helping students organize information, to 
lead their own discussions, and to work in 
cooperative groups.  

Sound teacher’s edition affords instructor with numerous instructional ideas 
that directly align to the text. Additionally, there are several sections that can 
be utilized to direct student-led discussions and student-to-student 
discourse. 

3 

 

Section F 

Ancillary Materials for Students* Evidence / Comments Score 

Ancillary materials expand knowledge of 
content by focusing on essential ideas.  

The ancillary materials provided along with the text are exceptional with a 
particular mention for the online database of unit specific primary source 
activities. 

3 

Ancillary materials meet the varying 
individual needs of students. 

With the online sources, teachers can thoroughly accommodate students of 
varying needs from those who require enrichment to intervention. 

3 

*Workbooks, blackline masters, skill sheets, CDs, videos, DVDs, multi-level libraries, and primary source documents 

 

Comments: 

The review team has determined that after a thorough examination of a variety of textbooks that the McGraw-Hill, United States: History 

and Geography  and its corresponding digital subscription provides the best core text for their students given the content of the eleventh 

grade curriculum. 

1. The book is current, representing the most up-to-date scholarship of the time period and all suggested websites are currently 

in operation. 

2. The readability of the text is designed for eleventh grade students with appropriate word choices and narrative structure.. 

3. The physical layout of the text (spacing, chunking, and phrasing) as well as the graphics presented are designed for eleventh 

grade students to access complex concepts easily. 

4. The corresponding digital subscription is full of primary source texts, interactive features, online assessments, and would 

afford the teacher the ability to have greater flexibility when providing appropriate instruction fit for the needs of each individual 

student.  

5. The textbook as well as the corresponding digital subscription directly align to the National and State Standards articulated in 

our discipline specific frameworks. 

6. The text is visually stimulating, with illustrations that enhance the reading experience, and is organized in such a way that 

students could readily access the information presented. 

7. The text, as well as the provided ancillary materials, speak directly to the 21st century learning objectives. 

 

 

 

Appendix C: 
Social Studies Textbook Evaluation Form 

Title: ____United States History____________________________________________________________ 

Author(s): __Lapsansky-Warner, Levy, Roberts, & Taylor____ Course: ___American History___________ 

Copyright: 2018_ Publisher: ____Pearson_______________ Grade: ______Eleventh________________ 



 

3 = Excellent           2 = Fair          1 = Poor 

 

Section A 

Content / Standards Evidence / Comments Score 

The content of the text reflects the essential 
concepts of the course. 

Each chapter lists the essential concepts (Enduring Understandings) at 
the outset, providing students with the content highlights of the chapter 
prior to delving into the chapter itself. 

3 

The content flows in a logical progression 
appropriate for this topic -- from simple to 
complex, chronological, topical, etc. 

While the text does follow an appropriate chronological progression, this 
does not align to the manner in which the curriculum is presently 
constructed. 

2 

The content, including illustrations and 
examples, appropriately present ethnic and 
gender diversity. 

There is a fair amount of diversity present within the text, given the 
nature of the time period under study, to address the issues faced and 
contributions brought on by the particular ethnic and gender group. 

3 

Content addresses local, state, and national 
standards. 

Text does not directly address academic skills articulated in the national 
and state social studies frameworks, primarily in the areas of inquiry, 
however, the text does support instruction within all content standards 

2 

 

Section B 

Pre-Reading Features:  
Background Information 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The chapter introduction helps students 
relate their own life experiences and 
previously learned information to the topic. 

While there are attempts to connect new content with previously acquired 
information, it is unclear and would require specific mentioning to be 
integrated into the text of a given section. Additionally, there is no attempt 
made to connect content to the students’ personal experiences of 
contemporary issues. 

1 

The author(s) build on the students’ prior 
knowledge within the chapter subsections. 

As the student progresses through the text, the authors continually 
develop on previously address concepts yet struggles to bind together 
larger thoughts across sections to illustrate the connectivity of various 
concepts. 

2 

 

Pre-Reading Features: 
Purpose Setting 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The chapters begin with a list of objectives, 
statements, or questions indicating what 
students will learn. 

Usually 3 to 5 objective accompany the beginning of each section but the 
curriculum is driven by essential questions which the text lacks. 

2 

Section headings are specific enough that 
students can convert them to focus 
questions which direct their reading. 

Specific headings offer student discreet insight into the topic of the 
sections while allowing for focus questions formulation and student 
inquiry into the content of the section. 

3 

 

Section C 

Active Reading Features: 
Main Ideas 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Titles of sections within the chapter indicate 
the main idea of each section. 

Titles offer student clear understanding of the sections content. 3 

The main idea of each paragraph is clearly 
stated and easy to locate. 

Main ideas present within each paragraphs are readily apparent.  3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Active Reading Features: 
Support of Main Ideas 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Main ideas explanations are thorough. Thorough explanations of the core historical concepts are interwoven 
throughout the text.  

3 

Charts, pictures, and other graphics 
support the main ideas and appropriately 
located. 

All illustrations and infographics are present within the appropriate section 
and offer the student greater insight into the main ideas of the given 
section. 

3 

Interesting details are included to expand 
on the essential information in the text and 
to engage students. 

Primary source excerpts, illustrations of artifacts, and personal accounts 
are present to offer the students a greater look at the time period as well as 
inform their conception of the importance of the events occurring.   

3 

 

Active Reading Features: 
Organization of Information 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The text is organized logically, so students 
can easily take notes. 

Extremely logical progression of thought throughout each sections, 
chapter, and unit. 

3 

Signal words are provided to indicate how 
ideas in the section are related to one 
another. 

Signal and Key Vocabulary Words are readily apparent within each section 
offering the student a greater sense of content coherence as they progress. 

3 

The presentation of main idea and details 
is consistent in each chapter. 

The text offers the students a very consistent approach through each 
chapter and section. 

3 

 

Active Reading Features: 
Vocabulary Development 

Evidence / Comments Score 

Important words/concepts are highlights in 
the text (bold, italics, color). 

Key words and concepts are bolded and presented in a larger font. 3 

Important words/concepts are clearly 
defined or explained within the reading. 

Thorough definitions and explanations are provided for all key unit 
vocabulary. 

3 

Concrete examples or analogies are 
included to clarify abstract ideas. 

While examples are readily present throughout the text, analogies are not.  2 

The author(s) provide more than just a 
definition (e.g., pictures, examples, 
counterexamples) 

In most cases, core vocabulary is accompanied by an illustration or 
infographic offering the students greater insight into the definition of the 
concept as well as an example to aid understanding and retention. 

3 

The number of highlights vocabulary terms 
is appropriate for the concepts being 
explained. 

Appropriate vocabulary terms are identified to aid in the acquisition of new 
scholarly concepts and ensure an ability for student comprehension of all 
major events to be covered. 

3 

 

Active Reading Features: 
Author(s)’ Writing/Student Engagement 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The author(s)’ style engages students-- 
sentence structure is varied and not overly 
complex, verbs are mostly in the active 
voice. 

Authors approach the concepts in a somewhat elementary fashion with 
sentence structure and terminology that would be more appropriate for 
younger students. 

2 

The author(s) use imagery and concrete 
examples to help students visualize 
information. 

The inclusion of various personal accounts, primary source documents, and 
various uses of imagery provides the students the ability to clearly 
conceptualize the various time periods under direct instruction. 

3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section D 

Post-Reading Features: 
Metacognition 

Evidence / Comments Score 

The author(s) provide quality questions 
within and at the end of each chapter.  
They correlate to the chapter objectives, 
help students check their understanding 
as they read, encourage higher order 
thinking, and promote class and small 
group discussions. 

Questions provided with the text in the book, as well as the questions within 
the supplemental materials encourage a gradual build up from 
comprehension to higher order thinking, the use of the inquiry process, and 
the use of analysis skills. 

3 

The summary accurately reflects the main 
ideas and key supporting information 
within the chapter. 

The summary provided within each section offers the main ideas of each 
section but does not provide any supporting information. 

1 

 

Section E 

Teacher’s Guide and other Resources Evidence / Comments Score 

The teacher’s guide includes activities for 
helping students organize information, to 
lead their own discussions, and to work in 
cooperative groups.  

Teacher's guide is thorough, offers numerous potential pedagogical 
techniques for enrichment and intervention, as well as higher order 
strategies to encourage students to move beyond the text.  

3 

 

Section F 

Ancillary Materials for Students* Evidence / Comments Score 

Ancillary materials expand knowledge of 
content by focusing on essential ideas.  

Ancillary materials are sound however they is a lack of complexity and 
diversity necessary to introduce topics that may afford teachers inquiry 
opportunities.. 

2 

Ancillary materials meet the varying 
individual needs of students. 

Ancillary materials are somewhat basic and would require both enrichment 
and intervention for students with varying needs. 

2 

 

*Workbooks, blackline masters, skill sheets, CDs, videos, DVDs, multi-level libraries, and primary source documents 

 

 

Comments: 

 While the Pearson publication is a sound book with a lot to offer a more traditional American History course, with the shifts 

made to our curriculum, it is the finding of the team that it would require a tremendous amount of amending to appropriately fit the new 

approach. Additionally, the text is written for an upper elementary or middle school audience with straightforward and basic terminology 

and a narrative structure that provides for few supplemental details to enhance the presented content. The text does present strong 

visuals and informational graphics that allow for clarity when historical data is presented. However, the issues with content presentation 

and text complexity are too great to overlook. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix D: 

 

 

QUOTE PREPARED FOR: 

Suffield High School 

1060 SHELDON ST 

WEST SUFFIELD, CT 06093 

 

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 241567 

 

CONTACT: 

Timothy Kinel 

tkinel@suffield.org 

(860) 668-3810 

 SUBSCRIPTION/DIGITAL CONTACT: 

Timothy Kinel 

tkinel@suffield.org 

(860) 668-3810 

 

SALES REP INFORMATION: 

Carol Rossi 

carol.rossi@mheducation.com 

Section Summary Value of All Materials Free Materials Product 

Subtotal 

 

 

United States History & Geography - Full Survey $23,061.00 ($1,984.20) $21,076.80  

 PRODUCT 

TOTAL* 

$23,061.00 ($1,984.20) $21,076.80  

ESTIMATED 

S&H** 

  $817.53  



 

ESTIMATED 

TAX** 

TBD  

GRAND TOTAL* $21,894.33  

  

* Price firm for 45 days from quote date. Price quote must be attached to school purchase order to receive the quoted price and free materials.  

**Shipping and handling charges shown are only estimates. Actual shipping and handling charges will be applied at time of order. Taxes are 

not included in the quote total. If applicable, actual tax charges will be applied at time of order. 

 

 

Comments:   

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOUR PURCHASE ORDER 

SEND 

ORDER TO: 

 

McGraw-Hill Education | PO Box 182605 | Columbus, OH 43218-2605 

Email: orders_mhe@mheducation.com | Phone: 1-800-338-3987 | Fax: 1-800-953-8691 

QUOTE 

DATE: 

05/08/2018  ACCOUNT NAME: 

Suffield High 

School 

  EXPIRATION DATE: 06/22/2018  

QUOTE 

NUMBER: 

SSHUPE-05042018-

016 

 ACCOUNT #: 

241567 

  PAGE #: 1  

Product Description ISBN Qty Unit Price Free Materials Line Subtotal  

United States History & Geography - Full Survey - 2018  

Student Materials  

UNITED STATES HISTORY AND 

GEOGRAPHY STUDENT SUITE 

W/LRNSMRT 7 YR BUNDLE 

978-0-07-906393-9 120 $110.16 $0.00 $13,219.20  

 



 

UNITED STATES HISTORY & 

GEOGRAPHY STUDENT LEARNING 

CENTER 7 YR SUBSCRIPTION 

978-0-07-896896-9 80 $98.22 $0.00 $7,857.60  

 

 Student 

Materials 

Subtotal: 

$0.00 $21,076.80  

Teacher Materials  

UNITED STATES HISTORY AND 

GEOGRAPHY TEACHER SUITE 

W/LRNSMRT 7 YR BUNDLE 

978-0-07-906395-3 4 $464.13 $1,856.52 *Free 

Materials 

 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY & 

GEOGRAPHY CHAPTER TESTS & LESSON 

QUIZZES 

978-0-07-676793-9 4 $31.92 $127.68 *Free 

Materials 

 

 

 Teacher 

Materials 

Subtotal: 

$1,984.20 $0.00  

 United States 

History & 

Geography - 

Full Survey 

Subtotal: 

$1,984.20 $21,076.80  

 


