
MIS Family Update--01.04.2019 
 
Closing Out 2018 at McAlister--Happy New Year Everyone! We hope all our friends and familes               
had a joyous and restful holiday and Winter Break! While the vacation was fun, we are all glad to be                    
back into the routine of school and working with our students. As we closed out 2018, we not only                   
had a wonderful Winter Concert, but we were also deeply engaged classroom learning and activities.               
Additionally, when we returned from Winter Break, we spent time recommitting to our goals and               
expectations. Take a look! 
 
 

                               
 
 

                                    
 

                                      
 



 
 

          
 
  
 
 

          
 
 
 

                
 
 
 
 



Mr Whalen--Fifth and Sixth Grade Band Teacher--Many of our students know Mr. Whalen as our 
Fifth Grade Band Teacher--check out this article about him that appeared on Bicycling.com.  Mr. 
Whalen is a true inspiration in many ways! 
https://www.bicycling.com/health-nutrition/a25470590/joe-whalen-cycling-after-heart-transplant/  
 
 
 
New Nurse at McAlister-- As many parents are aware, Mrs. Crocker, our school nurse for the last 
many years, resigned in December in order to pursue another nursing position.  It is very bittersweet, 
as although we are happy that Mrs. Crocker is expanding her career, we loved her here at McAlister! 
In order to fill the vacancy left by Mrs. Crocker’s resignation, we conducted a search and pleased to 
welcome Mrs. Robin Zenczak to our school.  Mrs. Zenczak was an emergency room nurse at St. 
Francis Hospital for many years and then switched to school nursing where she worked for Windsor 
Locks Public Schools.  She has a deep and thorough knowledge of nursing as well as a very caring 
personality that make her a great fit for our school. We are very happy to have her join our team, and 
she has already met many of our students this week.  We look forward to Mrs. Zenczak’s tenure at 
McAlister. 
 
 
 
Additional Nursing Updates--As we are deep in the throes of the cold and flu season, a couple of 
reminders to keep everyone healthy! 

● The best way to prevent the spread of germs is through frequent and effective handwashing, it 
is like a “do-it yourself” vaccine. 5 simple steps can keep you and your family healthy this 
season – Wet, Lather, Scrub, Rinse, Dry. You can even have a little fun with it and sing the 
ABC’s or Happy Birthday while performing the Lather and Scrub steps! Handwashing is a win 
for everyone, except GERMS! 

● Also, please be specific when leaving an absence on the absentee line so that we may work 
together to provide a healthy, safe environment for everyone. Indicating symptoms your child is 
experiencing at home helps us track trends that may be happening in one classroom or grade 
level.  

STAR Reading and STAR Math Reports--We recently completed STAR testing in both Reading and 
Math.  Be on the lookout for those reports to come home (via students’ backpacks) on Monday, 
January 7, 2019. 

 
 

 
Important Dates at McAlister :) 

 
Mon., 1/7--STAR Reports Will Be Sent Home in Backpacks 
Wed., 1/9--Grade 5 Ping Pong Tournament 6:00-7:30 P.M. (snow date= 1/10) 
Sun., 1/13--Grade 5 Traditions Bounce Trampoline Park 
Mon., 1/21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day--No School! 
Sat., 1/26--Grade 4 Traditions Health Trax 
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